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CHXYENN-E RIVER SIOUX l-RISE 
STATEMENT OF TESTIMONY 

FEDERAL COMMUNKATtONS COMM?SSlON 
-G 

BO Docket No. 99-l 1 

C.RS.T. Telephone Authority, P.O. Box 810, Eagk Butte, Suutb Dakota 57625 submits the 
fallowing discus&n p&b timt it will cover in detail during tbe Federal Communications 
Commission heartag on Marcb 23.1999 iu Cbandkr, Ar&na. 

1. Federal portion of univenal service support shot&l be 100 percurt Unive.14 service 
support should be based upon the cost of wnhrg Miau rcsewatioos. With pcnctrptios~ 
me3 on T.diM WSCMthlS ‘Lvclagillg 40 %, there hrs to be M iaccntiw for openwing 
tekeomm~cation companies to make the huge iavutment 

2. A specific allocation of spectrum needs to be made for the benefit of Indian Country. 
Iadian Tribes have not been invoked in the world of technology and tbcre are specific 
CBSU that wirdcss technology will work, the Soddlebnck Communications is a prime 
example ou the Salt River Reservation in Arizona. A majority of Indian Country has 
not bten able Q be invoked tn the recent spectrum auctions for many IEUOLIS and 
have been virtwUy by-psssed. The conridcntioa of spectrum ahcation or the grrurtig 
of a wx.iver process needs to be implemented. 

3. A continuance of bardship funds under the Rural Utilitiu Service ( RUS ).&nt is 
spedfic in nature to lndina ruervstioas. All tekpbone compauies will be able to 
make serious considcretions of plant investment into these unserved areas. The RUS 
program has seen prwure upon this progmm based on the fact that urban America 
believes that RUS has completed its mission. 

4. The Tclecommuncntions Act of 1996 applies across the bonrd to all cornpanics in 
America Our company has purchased three U.S. West telephone exchanges in 
1994 and we still have not rtceivrd ownenbip. We have &d under provisions of 
the Tdacommauiution Act of 1996 iu regards to harsies of competition and it has 
been sittiag with the FCC for over a year. FCC action needs to be timely. With t&c 
Consolidated Telephone vs. Western Wireless Inc. case only 160 miks to the nor& 
the FCC has prom@d a rocket docket to guaranta competitiou. 

5. CRSTTA promotes service affordrbility within Tndian Country. Affordability come 
into jeopardy witi tbc FCC reviewing Access Charge Reform and the proposal to 
shift the Can-Aer Common Line element to the local portion. Our resewation has an 
unemployment rrte nearing the 60 % level yeararound, lls local mtes increase, these 
people wiU not be able to afford Iocil service. 


